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CONSIDERATIONS, 



Having for many years past granted leases for the 
Composition of my Tythes on a Com Rent (the 
lessee paying all parochial rates), on the average 
weekly prices per quarter on grain, on fifty-two 
weeks, on the returns of the corn-inspector of the 
market of Mark Lane, on the preceding year, e. g. 
from September 29, 1830, to September 29, 1831 ; 
I state, as under, my composition for the corn and 
hay the lands are deemed to produce per acre : — 

IMPERIAL MEASURE. 

Wheat, from 20 bushels to 24 bushels. ^ .^^ , 
_ , ' ,^ /AH these under the 

parley, from 32 to 40 > _ 

^ . . ^^ .^ i average produce. 

Oats, my composition, o2 to 40 J 

Peas, Beans, Rye, Pulse, 20 bushels. — Not much of these grown 

in my parish. 
Potatoes, \Ss, per acre^ — Much under the real value. 
Mangel- Wurzel, from 10*. to 15*. per acre. 
Turnips, where fed off, and no wool paid for, per acre — 
Lambs, 12*. 6d. 

Wool, according to the average price of wool. 
Cows, 12*. to 15*. 
Hay, Clover, and other Hays, first and second cut, a fixed sum 

per acre, for seven years. 
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I have made no valuation of the tythe straw, 
though the value of it greatly exceeds the amount 
of the taxes, threshing, and carrying to market, the 
tythes of com and hay. 

Calculating sixty trusses of straw per acre, on 
wheat, barley, and oats, at Is. per truss, the tythes 
would be 6s. per acre. My parish is principally 
arable, and not very productive of any kind of com 
or hay. The rates are moderate. I am convinced, 
by experience, that a corn-rent, varying in different 
parishes, according to the quality of the land, is the 
only equivalent value of tythes. 

Land, in lieu of tythes, is most unadvisable, as 
it converts the Clergyman into a farmer, which is 
considered so objectionable, that the Clergyman 
can neither take lands in addition to his glebe, or 
sell his corn at market. 

To cultivate a farm, money and experience are 
necessary, and if the whole of the land is let to one 
tenant, his failure would ruin the lessor. Tythes 
at present, paid by many persons, is some security 
to the lessor. 

A money payment, on the average prices of corn 
or hay, taken for any number of years past, would 
be attended with inequality and injustice. The 



proportions which such rents bear to the true 
value, will differ according to the character and 
circumstances of the tythe-owner. Some may 
have been raised to nearly the true value, others 
may remain much below it : and in very many 
instances, either from improper agreements, or 
at least on very inadequate terms, from delicacy, 
respect, and gratitude. 

A large part of the property in a parish may not 
have been let for many years ; and to this the mea- 
sure of rent would create diflSculty, or excite unplea- 
sant feelings between the parties, notwithstanding 
the parish rents and taxes might in some degree 
supply this defect, and afford means of estimating 
their supposed present value. 

A bushel of wheat, whether its value be high or 
low, will enable its possessor to obtain bread suffi- 
cient for his consumption; and on the price of 
wheat, I believe, greatly depend the prices of many 
articles of food and clothing, and money does not 
always preserve the same value. 

A power of granting a lease for a term of years 
to the occupier or owner of the land of the tythes 
and glebe not subject to the life of the incumbent, 
should be given, (nine years appears sufficient for 
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any tenant), or a lease of the tythes co-extensive 
with the owner's lease, not exceeding twenty- one 
years. 

The quantum of wheat and other corn per acre, 
and of hay, of various kinds, to be fixed by two 
commissioners, and an umpire, if necessary^ by an 
inspection of the land : these persons neither 
fanners, nor resident near the parishes : one com- 
missioner for the incumbent, and one for the 
parish* 

When they have decided the number of bushels 
of corn to be allotted in lieu of tythes, and the 
quantity of hay per acre, deemed to be the produce 
capable of being produced, a fixed money pajonent 
per acre to be fixed for revert years on hay, prefer- 
able to an annual market price. This produce of 
hay to remain for seven years from the time of the 
valuation ; but the value per bushel of corn to be an 
annual payment, viz. of the price of grain at the 
market of Mark Lane, if near London ; and from 
the corn inspector of the nearest market, if at a dis- 
tance from London, till the expiration of the term 
of seven years, when commissioners re-assemble to 
review the parish, and refix the corn-rent, as the 
payment of tythes. 



I think the annual value of the payments on corn 
preferable to any average on a longer period, and 
the variation of the prices of hay for seven years 
cannot greatly injure either party ; as the payments 
are fixed by disinterested persons, there can be no 
real cause of complaint ; and the occupier of the 
land, previously to his taking it, is fully aware 
what will be deducted from his crops, and cannot 
have his land deteriorated by the straw being car- 
ried off his farm. 

If the clergyman is to be assessed to the paro- 
chial rates, his tythe of straw will be valued to him 
by the commissioners, and the amount of his rate 
should be one-sixth part of the rate to which the 
farmer is assessed : the sixth part of the land being 
given where tythes are commuted for land. 

A difficulty has been mentioned with respect to 
the valuation of small tythes, on many of which I 
see no difficulty : but of this I am certain, that any 
valuation of small tythes is preferable to the diffi- 
culty and expense that now exist of enforcing the 
payment of them. The occupier of the land to 
send in an account of the measure and number of 
acres in corn and hay, turnips, &c. in September 
every year. 
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If what I have stated should have any weight, 
or be considered deserving attention, it may be 
worth while to make the experiment by Parliament 
for a term not exceeding twenty-one years. 

Any Act to be made not interfering with existing 
leases. 

Fbh. 23, 1831. 



THE END. 
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